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Mr Williams’ MessageCOMING UP

Weekly Newsletter 

Kia ora koutou e te whānau,

It has been an exciting week in the Year 5 & 6 team, with all our students
taking part in our school EPro8 competition. EPro8 is a science and
technology challenge that encourages teamwork, creativity, and
problem-solving as students work together to complete a series of
engineering-based tasks. It was fantastic to see the collaboration,
perseverance, and innovation on display throughout the event. A big
congratulations to all who took part, and well done to our winning
teams who will go on to represent Pukekohe Hill at the Franklin Schools
competition in two weeks’ time.

We were also very fortunate to welcome three inspiring guests this week
— Olympic rower Brooke Francis, and Kiwi explorers and motivational
speakers James Christie and William Pike. Their visit supported our Term
4 concept, He Mana, he Taonga – Mana is a Treasure. Their messages
about teamwork, perseverance, and supporting others beautifully
reinforced this week’s focus on Mana Ūkaipo,  a sense of belonging.

As we head toward the end of the year, we are beginning our planning
for 2026. To help us with this, it would be very helpful to know if your child
will be moving schools next year, or if you have a child starting in 2026.
This information supports our planning for class placements, staffing,
and transitions. Please contact the school office if there are any
changes to your family’s plans for next year.

We have also noticed an increasing number of students arriving late to
school in the mornings. Our school day begins at 8:55am, and it’s
important that all students are here and ready to start learning by this
time. Arriving late means students miss valuable learning time and can
feel unsettled at the start of the day, which impacts both their own
learning and the flow of the class. Your support in ensuring children
arrive on time each morning is greatly appreciated.

Ngā mihi nui

Thursday 23
October

rd

Strike Day-
School Closed

Week 3
Monday 20 - Middle
School Sprints 11am

th

Tuesday 21st   -
-Diwali Dress Up!
- Touch Rugby Y5&6
Wednesday 22  -
Pōhutukawa Athletics

nd

Yr 3 & 4 Touch Rugby

Week 4
Monday- Labour Day-
School Closed
Tuesday- Senior Athletics
-BOT Hui
Friday- Whole School
Running Finals



2026 Class Planning
If you are moving away and know your child

will not be returning in 2025, Please email
admin@pukekohehill.school.nz and let us

know.
 If you have a preschooler turning 5 and
joining us next year we would also like to

hear from you, please submit a online
enrolment form for them and we can add

them to our pre enrolment list!

2025 Leavers Bricks
Orders open on KINDO, closing 12 December

Māori Enrichment Class
We are taking expressions of interest for the
2026 Y5/6 Māori Enrichment class. Students

in this class will have a focus on learning
and using Te Reo Māori, Māori Culture and

Tikanga on a daily basis with a
combination of English and te reo language

being spoken.
Click here to express your interest. 

2026 Senior Camp- Chosen Valley
Save the date! Senior camp planning is

already underway! If you are interested in
being a parent helper, please contact
Leem@pukekohehill.school.nz-  Police
vetting will be undertaken this term. 

https://forms.gle/Mf1bTFuSuxnsv1Ag9


South Auckland Weet-Bix Kids TRYathlon

Tue, November 25, 2025 8:00 am
Pukekohe Hill School has created a school group for the TRYathlon. If you would like your child to
participate, you have the option to join as part of the school group when you register your child

online.

Please note, that it is the responsibility of each family to be there on the day to support your child,
and to organise transport of your child, their bike and helmet etc. Our school will have a marquee

set up on the day to provide a meeting place for our school group, and a place to chill in the
shade.

To register your child for the TRYathlon as part of the school group, please click on this link:
http://raceroster.com/events/2025/109737/south-auckland-weet-bix-kids-tryathlon/register?

team=874896
Please note all participants must be aged from 6 to 15 years on event day.

Distances are approximate and are as follows;

6 year olds 50m swim / 1.5km run
7 year olds 50m swim / 4km cycle / 1.5km run

8 – 9 year olds 100m swim / 4km cycle / 1.5km run
10 – 15 year olds 150m swim / 8km cycle / 1.5 km run

Entry Options

Splash & Dash - 6 year olds only. Swim and run.
Individual TRYathlete - 7-15 year olds. Swim, cycle and run.

Teams of Two - 7-9 year olds (Juniors) and 10-15 year olds (Seniors). One team member does the
swim, the other does the cycle, and both do the run.



EPro8
 This week, the top team from

each senior class went head to
head inanexcitingEPro8

challenge to find our school’s
champion innovator andproblem

solver.
Students worked together to
tackle creative tasks. It was

amazing to see the teamwork and
determination. Congratulations

to all our finalists.



We had an amazing presentation from an Olympian gold medalist this
week - Brooke Francis- NZ Rower. 

Brooke talked about the importance of discipline, respect and working towards a
goal. Brooke won a gold medal at last year's Olympics in France. She won her

silver medal in Tokyo in 2020. Some lucky students even got to model them! The
silver medal was made in Japan out of old recycled phones and the gold medal

was made out of a piece of the Eiffel Tower.
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